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In the selection of these examples, we deliberately go beyond
the nursery and infant school stages, in order to show that the
idea of working out a centre of interest, or project, is by no
means inappropriate to a group of older children.
(i) A class of five-year-olds made a pillar-box of corrugated
cardboard, covered with red paper. The children were free to
post their letters to little friends, and the letters were collected
and delivered at certain times during the week. The adult
without insight might call this mere play. Whether one calls it
play or work, it certainly enlisted the wholehearted activity of
the children, who made rapid progress with their reading and
writing. Their activity was wholehearted because the teacher
had found a motive which appealed to them strongly. Inci-
dentally, they learnt something of the history of the postal
system.1
(ii) The next example, though worked out by one child, is
clearly capable of extension to a group. " A model of a train
made by seven-year-old Charles led to the study of the railway
systems of England, and great was Charles's enthusiasm when
he was given a large map of England and Wales into which he
was helped to mark the lines of the principal railways, while
at the same time an impetus was given to the history of trans-
port from present times back to the days when George
Stephenson's * Rocket' changed the outlook of the world, and
this study was further pursued to primitive times and through
the ages. The railway guide became Charles's standard text-
book, and many were the hours he spent pondering times,
distances and cost of the various journeys, insomuch that he
assimilated many working mathematical ideas, and thus,
through this absorbing interest, he could truly be said to be
educating himself."2
1 E. and M. Kenwrick, The Child from Five to Ten, p, 66.
* Ibid., p. 68